St Matthew’s Residents’ Association 

Constitution
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Title

1. This association shall be known as “The St Matthew’s Residents’ Association”.

Membership

2. This Association shall be open to Membership by any resident over the age of 18 years living in the triangular area which includes St. Matthew’s Ave, Kingsdowne Road, Chamberlain Way, Upper Brighton Road (with Graham Gardens and Willow End) and the north side of Ditton Road, in Surbiton. The area may be extended by alteration to the Constitution.

3. The annual subscription shall be £1.50 per household payable each year on the date of the Annual General Meeting (AGM). Members joining the association during the year shall not be required to pay until the next AGM, and Members joining three months or less before an AGM will not be required to pay until the following AGM.

Aim

4. The aim of the Association is to inform its Members of redevelopment plans or the like which will in any way affect the residential amenities at present enjoyed by the Members of the Association and to advance, protect and preserve the interests of the Members of the Association.

General Meetings

5. An Annual General Meeting shall be held in the spring, after the commencement of British Summer Time each year.

6. Members shall be notified of the date of the AGM and the proposed agenda at least four weeks in advance.
7. Other items for inclusion in the agenda of the AGM shall be notified in writing to the Secretary at least two weeks before the date of the meeting.

8. An Extraordinary General Meeting may be called by the Committee, or shall be convened by the Secretary within fourteen days of receiving a written request signed by at least 10 Members, and setting out the matters which it is proposed shall be discussed at the meeting.

9. Members shall be notified of the purpose of the Extraordinary General Meeting at least two weeks in advance.

10. The quorum for General Meetings shall be one quarter of the Membership at that date.

11. Official Guests of the Association may attend General Meetings. They do not count towards a quorum and may not vote, but may speak with the permission of the Chairman of the meeting.

Committee
12. The Officers of the Association shall be a Chairman, a Secretary and a Treasurer.

13. The Association shall be managed by a Committee which shall consist of the Officers and three other Members.

14. The Officers and other Members of the Committee shall all be elected annually by the AGM. Nominations shall be proposed and seconded by Members of the Association in writing and should be received by the Secretary at least seven days before the meeting.  
If sufficient nominations have not been received before the AGM, nominations may be made by Members present at the AGM and if sufficient Members have not thereby been elected, the officers and Committee Members may act to fill the vacancy(ies) in accordance with paragraph 15.
15. In the event of any vacancy occurring on the Committee, the remaining Members of the Committee may elect a person to fill the vacancy until the next AGM.
16. For the purposes of meetings of the Committee, a majority of the Officers and Committee Members shall form a quorum. The Chairman of a Committee Meeting shall have a personal vote and a casting vote at that Meeting.

Payments by the Association

17. During any subscription year the Committee may authorise the employment of professional services to an estimated cost not exceeding two thirds of the uncommitted funds of the Association at the date of the meeting authorising the expenditure.

18. If the estimated cost of the services is in excess of such an amount the Committee shall call an Extraordinary General Meeting to consider the matter.

19. An account or accounts shall be maintained in the name of the Association at a local bank or other recognised financial institution. All payments in excess of 25 pounds are to be authorised by the Committee in advance, and all cheques or other orders for payment shall be signed by two Committee Members jointly.
20. The accounting year of the Association shall run from 1st May to the following 30th April.
Changes to the Constitution
21. Changes to this Constitution shall require the approval of two thirds of the Members present at a General Meeting of which at least two weeks notice (including the terms of the proposed change(s) to the Constitution) has been given.

Auditing

22. An Honorary auditor, who shall not be a Committee Member, shall be appointed at each AGM to audit the books of the Association, for the previous year. The audited accounts shall be presented to Members at or before the AGM.

Register of Members

23. A register of the names and addresses of Members shall be kept by the secretary and shall be available for inspection on reasonable notice by all Members.

Updates:

Last amended by the committee to the AGM November 1982
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